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Deut. 28. former part of Ver. 7. 


The Lord ſhall cauſe thine Enemies, 
that riſe up againſt thee, to be ſmit- 
ten before thy face. Th 


15 LL the Remark I ſhall make upon the 
Chapter, out of which I have read the 
| Words, is this: It contains a large and 

| articular Account of the Advantages 
and Bleſſings, which ſhould attend obedience to 
the Divine Precepts, On the other hand the 

Diſappointmnts and Carſes, which ſhall certainl 
befall thoſe who prove Diſobedient, and perfil 
in an obſtinate Oppoſition to what God requires. 
Tis under the firſt part of the Chapter the Words 
read fall; and they point out to us the Succeſſes 
and Viffory ſuch may expect from God over 
Itheir Enemies, who will take him for their God, 
and walk in his ways. 


„ The Method I ſhall obſerve in conſidering 
theſe Words (fo as to adapt them to the great 

Proſperity and Succeſs, which the God of Hoſts hath 
from time to time Bleſsd us with) is this, 


888 Firft, 
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quietly Enjoying their Rights and Privileges, 


up againſt them. 
$1.» 


CF 


Firſt, I ſhall enquire what we may underſtand | , 
by Enemies riſing ap againſt a People, IIa 
Secondly, What their being ſmitten before the] inf 
Face of thoſe they riſe up againſt, may point out. 
Thirdly, What God's cauſing the Enemies of 4 Th 
People to be ſmitten before them, may ſignifie. 
Theſe things (the Words read) offer to, our Per 
Conſideration, each of which, I ſhall Diſcourſe cel: 
on, and then ſee what uſeful Reflections they will I. 
furniſh us with, for Application and Improvement, by. 
5 os : 


Firſt, T am to enquire, What we may under- 
ſtand by Enemies riſing up againſt a People, In the 
general, we may conceive, it Denotes, That the 
Enemies of a People, Oppreſs and Encroach upon 
them; that they uſe all manner of Cunning, Bio- ©'** 
Tent, Unjuſt Ways and Methods to bring a People $0) 
under their ſway : To deprive them of the hap- ' 
py Government under which they live, moftÞ 115 


and ſet up a Tyrannick Dominion over em, that 
is known to exact Obedience and Sub jection to its 
Arbitrary Command. 1 


This may in General give us ſome Idea of the 
Point under Conſideration: And how truly Ap. 
plicable *tis in every reſpect to our malicious and 
potent Enemy, who has ſo often and for ſo long 
time riſen up againſt us, every one at firſt view ma 
diſcover. But this Point will appear 'with a the 
brighter light, if we more particularly Examine, ces 
what may be-contain'd in 4 Peoples Enemies riſing >To, 


Firſt 
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Firſt, We may underſtand by it, Their 
Labouring with great Concern. and Care to 
"bo inſtill looſe and trayterous Principles into the 
People they riſe up againſt, and would reduce; 


| 


greateſt Caution and Secreſie, which if it be proſ- 


e oeſs, when other meaſures are to be tryed. This 
in His one of the moſt deep Contrivances for an E- 
nemy to accompliſh their intended Enterpriſes 
by; which, if it take effect, will prove Fatal. 
For, if a Peoples Enemies can prevail in this af- 
fair, that their Emiſſaries ſhall be received with 
marks of Favour, and the Principles they are ſent 
to inſtill, embraced and approved of: It cul- 
tivates a Diſpolition in thoſe who receive them, 

% to join with their Enemies, and if proper Oppor- 
* unity offers, to uſe their Aſiſtance and Endea- 
& ours tor carrying on their Undertakings. No- 
thing more frequently attempted by Enemies a- 
gainſt thoſe they would reduce, than to ſour their 
7 tempers againſt their Ralers, to raiſe in them /ow 
and mean thoughts of them; ſeeking to adminiſter 
g all Occaſions of uneaſineſs unto them, and if pof- 
ſible to ſer Subjects at variance with each other; 


15. and ſo, Enemies make ſuch their Engines for bat- 
7 tering, down that which was both their own and 
ki others ſecurity. Yea, the Enemies of a People 
5 "A ſtrive to beget ſuch Jealouſies and unneceſſary 
&) Fears in Perſons they riſe up againſt, as may put 


them upon unbecoming Projects and Contrivan- 
„ces, under pretence of doing it for their ſafety. 


ewas after this manner, Sennacharib, King of 


45 


This is a deſign, which is carried on with the 


pered, gives Enemies grounds to hope for Suc- 
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(4) 
Aſſjria proceeded, when he had invaded Judah, 
and was preparing to Inveſt and Beſiege Jeru- 


falem; he ſends Rabſhekah before, to poſſeſs the 


Jews with ſach Principles, as would diſpoſe them 
to Revolt, and thereby fir them to become an 


eafier Prey, when their Euemies come upon them. 


See 36 Chapt. of Iſaiah. 


This is one way Enemies may be ſaid to riſe up 


apainſt a People. And *tis a way, we (by ex 
rience) in this Kingdom know, that our Eneities 


revaiPd, to their Shame and Scandal be it Spo- 


have been often uſing, which with ſome hath | 


en: Whoſe Principles diſcover them diſaffected 

to the beſt Government in the World. But blef- ” 
ſed be GOD this wicked Device hath not hi- 
therto fo far prevail'd, as to ſhake or make the 
Crown (it uneaſie on our QUEEN, or to raiſe © 


choſe Diviſious among Her Subjects, for which |” * 


Tis delign'd: And GOD Grant it never may. 


2dly, When the Subverſion and Over-throw of ©: 
the happy Conititution and Government which © 
People enjoy, is by open Force and Power At- 
tempted, The Methods mention'd under the 
former Head, are to prepare for greater and 
more ſpeedy Succeſs by this; that, ſo they 


may not meet with much reſiſtance, or be long 


kept from gaining their Point, when Force is to | 


be uſed. When Enemies riſe up again# 4 People, 


as they uſe the greateſt Policy and moſt baſe In- 


ſinuations to promote their Intentions: 8, 


they'll likewiſe have recourſe to the moſt Po. ]- 


erful Contrivances ; they will encourage and on 
+ all 


* 
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all they can prevail upon, to join with and aſſiſt 


them in their unjuſt Undertakings. Attempt- 
ing that by Strength and Numbers, which by 
their helliſh Policy, and intended Treachery they 


could not Accompliſh. Thus, we find in the 


fore-mentioned inſtance of Sennacharib, he reſolves, 
if by his perſwaſions and ſolicitations, he could 
not prevail with the Jews to revolt, more violent 
proceedings ſhould be us'd. And will not 
our Experience preſent us with ſuch a ſcene ? 
Have not, Hell, France and Rome been long Con- 
federate together, to ruin Britain's happy Conſti- 
tution? and deſtroy the very Foundation of its 
molt pleaſing Government? What Powerful Ar- 


mies have been ſent into the Field? What Nu- 
Z merous Fleets have rid on the Seas? and all in 
order to our Overthrow ; to rob us of our Civil, 
and depriye us of our Religious Privileges. This 
is a Truth ſo clear, and ſuch plain matter of fact, 


that no one hath impudence enough in him to 
oppoſe, or call it in queſtion, but uneaſie Jacks, 
and affectionate well-wifhers to the Pretender. 


How have our more open, powerful and nume- 
rous Enemies abroad, as well as the baſe brood 
of Clandeſtine ones ſcattered up and down a- 
mongſt us at home, been ſtriving to Alter, I 


may ſay, Destro both the State and Church: At- 


# tempting in the room of the one to advance and 
maintain a Tyrannick and Unlimited Power, and 


n. p, in the Place of the other, to introduce undiſguiſed 


| n 
4 1 
* 


3 iT and Popery Al amode, So that the Sub- 
jects of the State muſt be made Slaves and Vas 


m ile, and the Members of the Church, Ignorant 
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| (6), 
Dewotees to the moſt contradictory Notions, and 
irreconcileable Doctrines. 


© 34h. As what follows upon the two former | 


Heads, 4 #r ing to advance ſuch to rule over 4 


People, whoſe Government will be mot ſevere and | 


Arbitrary. If the former attempt profpers, the 
Over-throw of a happy Con#itution, the Enemy will 
purſue their defigns, for reducing of affairs to 


fuch a Model, as ſhall be diſplay'd in taking off | 
the Liberty and Property of the Subject; and 
make 2H depend upon the Deſpotick Principles 


of the Governour they ſhall raiſe up. What other 


than this can be ſuppoſed, that Monfter of I 


Mankind the French Tyrant, hath been for ſeveral 
Years ſtriving for? That the ſame ſevere weight 
of his cruel Perſecutions and Impoſitions ſhould be 


felt by us, as have been ſorely inflicted on his 


Prote5tant Subjects, in his own Countrey. 


Was not the late intended Invaſion for this end? 
Was not the Pretenders deſign for the Britiſh 


Government for this purpole? To baniſh the 
molt eaſie and plæaſaut Reign, and to raiſe in its 1 
Place, ſuch an one, whoſe little Finger would be 
more ſevere, than the loins of that, we are now | 


under. 


Is not the long, bloody and expenſive War our E- 
nemies have engaged us to Profecute? a clear 
proof of what they drive at, and would obtain, 


if their Power and Force could prevail. 


ail, And what is conſequent of all that hath | 


been 
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been hitherto hinted at, Taking at Meats from 
thoſe over whom they gain Sacre, what "they have 
no right or title to, They'll rob Perſons of 
their Ezrthly Enyoyments, notwithſtanding their 
having the moſt legal Poſſeſſion, and convert 
their Eſtates to their own ufe: And if thoſe who 
are thus dealt with, expreſs a concern at their 
hard uſage aud treatment, inſtead of being re- 
dreſs'd, they may expect for theit complaints, 
'the addition of Corporal Puniſhment. | 


And farther, Such Perſons over whom Enemies 
prevail, ſhall be robb'd of the Liberty of chu- 
ing for themſelves, and attending the belt 
helps for the good of their Souls: Upon which 
account I may uſe the Proverb, They aare not ſay, 


their Souls are their own, For thoſe who bear the 


ſway over them, will force them to attend where 
they pleaſe, and embrace ſuch means as they 
ſhall appoint, tho they tend to Damnation rather 

than Salvation. | 7M 


Such Treatment as this, both as to Civil and 
Religious Affairs, muſt he expected from Enemes 
who riſe up againit us, if we ſhould fall into their 
hands. As you may read at large in ſome of the 
laſt Verſes of the 28th of Deuteronomy. + 


Thus T have conſidered what we are to under- 
ſtand by the Enemies of 4 People riſing up againit 
them. In Diſcourfing which Point, I have had a 
particular and principal Eye upon the Enemres 
riſen againſt us, and what we may juſtly conclude 
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it would be productive of, ſhould they Prevail; WI 
which GO Dof his Infinite Mercy prevent. C 


Secondly, I proceed to enquire, What ſuch Enemies 
being ſmitten before the face of thoſe they riſe up again#, 
may point out. This I ſhall Conſider in the 
General, and then more Particularly. 


In the General, It Points out to us, That the E- 
nemies meaſures are broken, their various Projects 
and Attempts for accompliſbing their wicked deſigns 
render d unſucceſsful, and their expectations of com- 
pleating and finiſhing what they aimed at, diſap- 
pointed. 5 


But more Part:calarly, It Points out, 
Firſt, That the ſecret Conſaltations and Counſels of 
Enemies, are diſcovered and fruitrated. 


Tho? darkneſs be their covering, and no hu- 
mane Eye can penetrate their cloſe receſſes and 
retirements, but thoſe who are privy to ſuch Ca- 
bizet Conſults: Yet in due time that is brought 
to light which was contriv'd in ſecret, and that 
fruſtrated which *rwas concluded would with 
the greateſt certainty be Favour'd with Suc- 
ceſs, Two famous inſtances of this nature, 
(amongſt many others) Scripture Story fur- 
niſneth us with, vr. The diſcovery and 'over- 
throw of Ahitophel's Counſel, Read at your lei- 
ſure, 2 Sam. 17. The other is that of Hamans 
Conſpiracy againſt Mordecai and the reſt of the 
Jews, under the Government of Ahaſuerus. The 


whole 
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whole Account you have in the 3, 4, 5, 6and 7 
Chapters of E#her. 


And are there not many inſtances of the like 
nature, of which we have ſeen the ſame happy 
T Diſappointments ? Tho? Plots have been laid as 
deep as Hell againſt us; tho? matters have been 
Debated for our ruin in the moſt ſecret manner; 
and pretended I»fallibility hath held the Chair in 

the dark Conclave, all things for a time manag d 
with the greateſt Secreſie and Caution: Yet, by 
ſome ſucceſsful (tho?) unthought of Diſcovery, 
all hath been unravell'd, and deſign'd Deſtruction 
hath been cruſh'd, as it were, in the Embrio, So 
with the Pſalmiſt we may ſay, Our ſoul is eſcaped 
As à hird out of the ſnares of the fowlers : the ſnare is 
boten and we are eſcaped, Pſalm 124. 7. ; 


3 Tho? the Councils of our Enemies have been 
carried on with all the cunning and ſilence, that 
their helliſh Diabolical Policy could affiſt them 
with: yea, tho? they have been with all 
imaginable caution communicated to thoſe who 
were to put them in execution; yet, have we 
found them, by ſome unaccountable turn, laid 
open in ſeaſon; by which means the intended 
fatal Conſequence hath been (to our Advantage) 


Fblaſted. 


249, Ir likewiſe Points out, That the open at- 
empts and powerful efforts of Enemies, for the pro- 
moting their Cauſe, have miſcarried and been defeated, 

Thus we find it prov'd with Pharaoh, who was 
Frclolyed (coſt what it would) to deftroy the 
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| there was not a man left, Judges 4. 13, 15. 


may ſeeat large, 1 Sam. 17. 


To 10) 
Iasi: I will, faith he, parſue, I will over- tale, 
J will divide the ſpoil ; my lum ſhall be ſatisfied pon 
Ker: J will draw my ſword, my hand ſpall deitro 
them. Exodus 1 F. 9. 


Thus alſo, it happen'd to Jabin and Siſera : Tho 
Siſer. gathered together all his Chariots, even 
nine hundred Chariots of Iron, and all the People W.:, 
that were with him, from Hacoſheth of the Gen- 
tiles, unto the River Riſbon: yet we find, all the . 
Hoſt of Siſera fell on the edge of the Sword, and 


| The ſame fate the Army of the Philiſtines met * ell 
with, notwithſtanding the proud challenge made 
by Goliab, their Bla ſphemous Leader; as 0 1 


at | 

Many are the inſtances of this nature in Sa- 5 
ere Story, many likewiſe in other Hiſtories; 4 
and eſpecially of late Years, ſince the Reign of x en 
our moſt Gracious Sovereign on the throne, 3 
whom G OD long preſerve. 3 


= A 
Char 
Need I refreſh your Memories, with celating hath 
the ſi2nal Conqueſis and Vittories at Hock#tet and is if 
Blenhtim : Need I tell you of Ramellies and Oude. And 
zard, with the many great and important For- III i, 
rreſſes, which have been taken from our Enemies, All, 
by the Forces of our QUEEN and Allies, un- 
derthe wiſe, couragious and moſt prudent Con- A 
duct of the two oreateſt Generals of their Age, Bucc 
the Duke of Marlborough and Prince of Savoy, very 
co pr 
Shallff 


S984 22 9% 
| Shall I bring to your remembrance the defeat 
pon of the late intended Invaſion; with reference to 


fro) which, as well as to many other over-throws of- 


our Enemies; I may uſe thoſe Words, Deute ron. 
28. laſt clauſe of the 7th Verſe. Tho? they came out 
ho againſt us one way, they fled before us ſeven. L 


ple Again, Shall I, for the confirmation of this 
en- Truth, lead your thoughts back to the late 
the Reign of the Glorious and Immortal King 
nd Milliam (whoſe Memory ſhould be ever precious 
to all, who have any reſpect for their Deliverer, 
and value the preſent happy Eſtabliſhment) and 
net ell you of the many Dangers he was preſerved 
de In and Deliver'd from, Abroad, whilſt Fighting 
ou for our Liberty and Property: Or ſhall T inform 
you of the many fignal Preſervations he receiv'd 
at home (whilſt moſt wiſely and advantagiouſſy 
- Maintaining and Protecting all that was Dear 
and Valuable) by the Defeats and Difappoint- 
of ments his publick intended Aſſaſſins met with. 
ne, 3 5 


Fhanges and alterations the Diſturber of Europe 
ng hath made amongſt his Commanding Officers, 
nd s if he really thought, to have turn'd the Scale, 
de. nd retrieve his loſt Glory; but hath ſtill found 
or- ill in vain, and the ſame Fate attending them 


1 


1 


'es, All, in their turns to be routed and beaten. 

m- | 

onA freſh inſtance of which we have had in our 
ge, Pucceſs againſt the common Enemy, who ' tho” 


1 o prevent our Forces from Attacking them, and 


Again, Shall I acquaint you of the various 


ery numerous, and adyantagiouſly - Situated 


6 


| 


n 

to ſecure their retreat in caſe they were puſh'd 
too hard upon: yet, notwithſtanding, by the 
matchleſs Bravery and Conduct of our Generals, 
Intrepidity and undaunted Courage of our Sol- 
diers, they were forced to Fly, and leave the 
Field of Battel and Honour to us. $230 an 
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To conclude this Head, let me tell you, the 

moſt vigorous Efforts, the powerful Aſſaults and thi 
malicious Endeavours of our Enemies, for the ſes 
Deſtruction of our Civil and Religious Privi- he. 
leges for ſome Years before, and ever ſince WU an 
the happy Revolution have been in vain, and by cat 
a good and kind GOD hindered of Succeſs : ¶ the 
Which leads me in the third Place to Conſider, 
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What GOD's cauſing the Enemies of a People do- 
to be ſmitten before them may ſig nifie. I have pro- Th 
ved the matter of Fact under the former parti- | wa 
culars. It now lies before me to clear this point, I *tis 
that lo GOD may not be robb'd of the ho- or 
nour due to him, for cauſing our Enemies to be anc 
ſmitten, | | 


Let it therefore be laid down in the general, WM He: 
That-G O D's cauſing an \Enemy to be ſmitten, is wo 
ſometimes immediately from himſelf, without eyes 
the viſible Inſtrumentality or Interpoſition of ¶ face 

means: Sometimes by the mediation of Second ma- 
Caules, as Inſtruments uſed by him; and ſome- WM Th: 

times altogether contrary to the moſt fair and hin 
probable Means. So then GOD muſt be al- alis 
ow'd a great revenue of Glory and Honour, Mo 

when the Enemies of a People are ſmitten : For 

with 


Thought and Contrivance, only knows vg 


_ a 


Rs. OG 
without him, all che Wiſdom and Power of Crea: 
tures will be inſignificant and ineffectual. III 
briefly ſet forth this Third Conſideration in a few 


* 


Particulars. 


Fir, GOD onely, who is a Being Omniſcient 
and Omnipreſent, is able to look into the ſecret 
Springs of Men's Deſigns and Actions. 

The moſt Intelligent of Created Bezngs, whe- 
ther Good or Bad Angels, can't dive into, of 


| ſearch out the many Devices which are in the 


hearts of Men: G.QD onely is ſufficient for this, 
and he, at one ſingle Glance of his all-ſeeing Eye 
can look through all, and be fully acquainte 
therewith. 9 { 


He who made Rational Creatures, and en- 
dowed them with Faculties and Capacities for 
way they'll turn them, and upon what: an 
*tis impoſſible for any to keep him Ignorant; 


or to retire to any Place, tho? never ſo fecret 
and obſcure, but he ſees into, and hath all things 
naked and perfectly expoſed to him: For he look- 


eth to the ends of the Earth, and ſeeth under the whole 
Heaven, Job 28. 24. Applicable alſo are the 
words of the Propher, Jeremiah 16. 17. For mint 
eyes are upon their ways, they are not hid from my 


face; neither is their iniquity hid from mine eyes. I 
may add likewiſe the words of the P/almift, 


That the darkneſs hideth not from him, but the night 


ſhineth as the day, the darkneſs and the light are both 


alike to him; Pſalm 139. 12, Whilſt we poor 
Mortals can look no farther than the out-ſide, 
C and 
& 


* 


(14) 
and after all our. pretended skill to diſcover Se- 
crets, remain un+informd as to what is tranſ- 
ated within Mens Breaſts; GOD hath an in- 
fallible knowledge of what is conceiv'd within, 
and after what manner *tis intended to be put 
into Action or for what ends. Therefore 


2aly, Whatever the Plots and Contrivances 
are, which a Peoples Enemies conſult for their 
hurt and miſchief, yet, of GOD they ſhall be 
blaſted and broken. 


I ſhall allude to the expreſſions of the Pro- 
het, Amos 9. 2, 3. Tho" they ſhould dig into 
ell, thence ſhall GO D's hand take them; tho they 


climb up to Heaven, thence will he bring them down. 1 
Tho they hide themſelves in the Mountains, he will E 
ſearch and take them out thence, and tho? they be hia a 


from his (ight in the bottom of the Sea, thence will he 
command the Serpent, and he ſhall bite them. 


How many ſoever Conſpire againſt us, and M #4 
plot and contrive our Ruin, yet if GOD ſtil F li 
appear for us, as (bleſſed be his name) He C 
hath hitherto done: He that ſitteth in the by 
heaven ſhall laugh, the Lord ſhall have them in m 
deriſion, Pſalm 2. 4. GOD diſappointeth the Ki 
devices of the crafty, ſo that their hands cannot 
perform their Enterprize : He taketh the wiſe in 
their own crafiineſs, and the counſel of the froward 
& by him carried headlong, Job 5. 12, 13. Infinite 
Power can never be out-dong: And, if I 
may be atlowd the expreſſion, GOD can never 
be out-witted, either by the moſt cunning Devil, 
| or 


2 


* 


( 15) 
or by the moſt Politick and contriving of Man- 


kind. 


Let Earth and Hell join together, let Rome 
and France combine, and call the longeſt Heads 
to their aſſiſtance that the Conclave or Ca. 
binet can furniſh : And then moſt ſecretly lay 
their Schemes and work their Projects ; yet a 
blaſt from Heaven ſhall ſpoil all, and force them 
to own that their greateſt Wiſdom is Folly, their 
moſt mature Contulrs ineffectual, their deſign d 
Villanies to no purpoſe, as long as G OD op- 
poſes. R | 


zaly, GOD's cauſing a Peoples Enemies to be 
ſmitten before their face, doth likewiſe ſignifie, His 
Bleſſing upon the Perſons, and Means employ'd 
againſt em. | 


As it often proves true, what the Wiſe Man 
hath obſerved, that the race is not to the ſwift, nor 
the battel to the ſtrong, Eccleſiaſtes 9. 11. So tis 
likewiſe a Truth, by Scripture confirm'd, that 
Courage and Conduct come from G OD. *Tis 
by him they are enabled to overcome their Ene- 
mies, and have Succeſs attending their Underra- 


| kings . 


Read, how excellently the holy Pſelmiſ? ſpeaks 
of this. I: s GOD that girdeth me with ſtreng ihn 


and makes my way perfect. He maketh my feet like 


Hinds feet, and ſetteth me upon my high places. Fe 
teacheth my hands to war, ſo that a bow of Steel i bro- 


ken by my arms. Thou hast alſo given me the ſhield of 
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thy Salvation: and thy right hand hath holden me up, 
and thy gentleneſs hath made me great. Thou haft 
enlarged my ſteps under me, that my feet did not ſlip. 
T have purſued mine Enemies, and overtaken them: 
neither did I turn again "till they were conſumed, &c. 
Pſalm 18. 32, 33, 34, 3F, 36, tothe end. 


To the ſame purpoſe we find Moſes ſpeaks, in 
his Triumphant Song for the Victory over Pharaoh, 
Exodus 15. So likewiſe Deborah and Barak in 
their Song for the great over-throw of Jabin 
and Siſera, Judg. 5. Many are the inſtances of 
this kind in Scripture; and we have reaſon to 


ſpeak of theſame, for G O D's being with our 


Generals and Soldiers. Have not the great Ex- 
ploits they have from time to time ventur'd up- 
on ? Have not the great and almoſt unſurmount- 
able Difficulties they have paſſed through? Gi- 
ven full Teſtimony to this Truth, that *twas by 
GOD's Bleſſings on their Perſons, and the means 
uſed, that they were enabled to put to flight 
our numerous and potent Enemies. Once 
more, SP. a „ . RG 


4609, This is likewiſe ſignified by GODs 
cauſing the Enemies of 4 People to be ſcatter d before 
their face ; His taking away their Conduct and 
Courage, ſo that their Hearts fail, and they can't 
make Reſiſtance to any purpoſe. ' 7 


It muſt be own'd by all, that there is not the 
ſame Courage and Conduct found in every one 
who undertakes great things: Nor, are all Per- 
"TM 728 . ſons 
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the glittering Spear or Sword: They being by 


And when once GOD makes their Hearts to 


. Cammanders give ground and fly; no wonder 


(17) 
fons furniſh'd alike, for the imanagement of im- 


portant and weighty Enterpriſes, 


And tis as true, that thoſe who are beſt qua- 
lified, and have in repeated and various Tryals 
ſhewn:a Conduct and Bravery that merits Praiſe z 
and for which, in the Judgment of others, they 
have deſerved the Lawrel: Yet, GOD 1 
away their Skill, as to the Directive Part, an 
ſinking their Spirits, by putting a reſtraint upon 
their Activity and Forwardneſs to exert them- 
ſelves; Such Enemies are ſoon daunted, and 
upon the approach of thoſe who oppoſe them, 
immediately contrive to get off for their Se- 
curity. | | 


Thoſe who formerly were not terrified at the 
view. of the moſt numerous Armies, nor ſcar*d 
at the proſpect of the moſt trying Difficulties; 
who would run with their lives in their hands 
on the moyth of Cannons, and not be afraid of 


GOD diſpirited, even ſink at the: thoughts of 
thoſe who come out againſt them, and at the 
actual ſight their nature falls into Convullions ; 
ſo that before a blow is given, they are ready 
to cry out Quarter. The Fſalmiſt in the 76 Fſal. 
tells us, GOD ſhall cut off the ſpirit of Princes. 


fail, how eaſily are they, and thoſe under their 
Command ſubdued. See to the ſame purpoſe, 
Job 12. 19, 21. If ſuch who are Leaders and 


In- 


| Inferiours turn back too, and make the beft 
ſpeed they can, to get out of danger. 


And is there not great reaſon to aſcribe much 
of our conſtant Succeſs, to the want of that uſual 
Conduct and Courage our Enemies have often 
ſhewa? but in moſt, ior all the late Engage- 
ments, have diſcovered themſelves in a great 
- meaſure deprived of. 


Thus have I Conſidered the three things pro- 
poſed to be inſiſted on: What remains, is to ſee, 
what uſeful Reflections the preceeding Diſcourſe 
will furniſh us with, for Application and Improve- 
ment. I ſhall mention a few particulars. 


HFirſt, What hath been ſaid, will expoſe the 
Folly, and Condemn the Pride of thoſe, whoſe 
Confidence is only in an Arm of Fleſb. The 
Pſalmi#t tells us, There is no Ming ſaved by the Mul- 
titude of an ho, a mighty Man « not delivered by 
much ſtrength. An horſe is gvatn thing for ſafety, 
neither ſhall he deliver any by his great ſtrenoth, Pſal. 
33. 16. 17. I might add many inſtances from 
Scripture, for the confirmation of this Remark; 
at preſent, I'll only mention that of Seanacharib, 
which we find in the 35% and 37th Chapters of 


Iſaiah, 


He boaſted of what he had done, and what he 
would do to King Hezekiah and the Jews, if they 
would not ſubmit unto him: He defy'd even the 
Almighty to deliver from his hands; and not- 
withſtanding all, how quickly was his Folly ex- 
pos'd, 
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before us; he can eaſily turn the Tables, and 


( 19) 
pos'd, his Pride ſtain'd with ſhame, and his vain - 
Confidence baffled. 17 


GOD allows his Creatures to make uſe of 
means, yea, he commands it; but *cis a diſ- 
owning him, by whoſe Bleſſing alone Means 
are ſucceeded, when theſe only are rely'd up- 
on, and receive the Honour which is primarily - 
due to GOD. 1 boy 


6. 


2aly, From what hath been Diſcourſed, we 
may learn how to regulate our Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving for the Bleſſings we receive. Let us rejoice 
with trembling, Pſalm 2. 11. GOD can alter the 
Scene at his Pleaſure : tho' he makes us now the 
Head, and not the Tail; tho' we are above only, 
and not beneath; yet, GOD may order the 
Stranger to get up above us very high and we 
to come down very low, they may be Head and 
we the Tail, Deat, 28. 13, 43, 44. 


GOD hath indeed cauſed our Enemies to be 
ſmitten be fore our face, many a time, and to fly 


cauſe us to be purſued, over-taken and beaten; 
who have very often purſued, beaten and over- 
come our Enemies. 


Have we had a freſh inſtance of GO D's ap- 
pearing for us, and cauſing our Enemies again to 
be ſmitten, as the great, difficult and late bloody 
Engagement doth teſtifie, in which we came off 
Conquerors: Let this freſh diſcovery of God's 
Love to us, be an Obligation upon us, to make 
| ſuch _ 


ew, 
fuch returns of Praiſe as are ſuitable : Let not 
our Thankſgiving be only outward, and ſuch as 
often runs into Sin and Shame, inſtead of an 
agreeable Service to GOD. Let our Rejoicing 
and Thanbſgiving be ſuch, as Religion ſhall dicta te 
and approve of, | 


But, let none miſtake me, or imagine, I ani 
againſt outward Demonſtrations of Joy : No, 


they are not only Allowable, but Lawful and 


Commendable, and what may be uſed without 


Sin. But let us ſee to it, that our Hearts are 
likewiſe affected with our Succeſſes, our Lives 
better'd by them ; that all our Rejoicings may be 
man- like and rational, and not deviliſh and brutiſh. 


3aly, Let what hath been ſaid, engage every one 
of us, from the higheſt to the loweſt, to have our 
dependance upon G OD, for future Bleſſings and 
Succeſſes: and therefore to pray to him for them. 


After we have made all the Proviſion that hu- 
man Policy and Contrivance can help us in; yet, 
let our Eye be unto GOD, and our hopes of Suc- 
ceſs depend upon him. Whilſt our Enemies bow 


to their Stocks and Stones, and cry aloud to them 


for help; yea, bring forth their long conceaPd 
and cloiſter'd Saints, with their Idoliz'd Shrines, 
that they might be the more Succeſsful, and their 
ſullied Glory retriev d; let the GOD of Hoſts 
be only applied to by us. hs: 


Let the words of the Pſalmift be confider'd by 
us; ſome truſt in Chariots, and ſome in Horſes, but 
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EN 
we will remember the name of the Lord our God * 
they are brought down and fallen: but we are 
riſen and and upright. Pſalm 20. 7, 8. 


Let our Prayers be made to him, and our 
Supplications conſtanly -poured out before 
Him who alone is able to hear and help us, 
when we call upon him. Let us earneſtly beg 
of GOD, that he would {till Proſper and 
Re Succeſs to our Armies and Navies: 
11 the moſt honourable, advantagious, 
ſure and laſting Peace be obtain'd; even ſuch 
an one, as ſhall never again be in the Power 
of our faithleſs and treacherous Enemies to 
violate and diſſolve. Methinks, upon the 
mention of the Words, ſare and laſting Peace, 
I cannot forbear calling to Mind our late 
Sovereign King William the III. of Glorious 
Memory : and run back my thoughts to the 
Treaty of Peace concluded between him and 
our Enemies at Ryſw/ck, and how ſoon it 
was broken; upon which I would venture 
to ſay, was the Glorious King to return 
back to this World again, and to give 
advice, how to Treat with our Potent, 
but moſt tricking Enemy; he would in 
ſhort ſay both to our Queen, and thoſe 
Deputed to act for Her, See, that all be 
made ſafe and firm; ſettl: affairs with ſuch Pre- 
caution, that the Enemy may find no way to get 
off, and repeat his old cuſtom of breaking looſe 
a ſoon as an opportanity offers, 
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Let us be earneſt at the Throne of 
Grace, that GO D would ſtill beſtow his 
Favours upon us, and as we thankfully 
acknowledge what we have already receiv'd; 
ſo let us as importunately beg and depend 
upon him, for the granting us treſh and new 


Succeſſes: 


And then in the laſt Place, Let GOD's 
frequent appearances for us, in cauſing our 
Enemies to he ſmitten before us, engage us all 
for the future to live better than in times paſt, 
that there may be a Univerfal concern for 
the promoting of the Reformation of Man- 
ners: And all may do what in them lies, 
for the continuing our happy and eaſie Cir- 
cumſtances. | bots 


The Receipt of ſignal Mercies require an 
anſwerable return: As GOD hath done 
much for us, let us fee to it, that we 
do much for him. Let it be the care of 
the Inhabitants of GREAT BRITAIN, 
to Live better than they have formerly done : 
To be more ſtrict in following the ways of 
GOD and Religion, and adorning the ſame 
with more becoming Converfations, than 
in times paſt: This will be the moſt grate- 
tul Offering we can bring to GOD, and 
with which hell be beſt pleaſed. | 


Add 


( 23 ). 


Add to this, a true concern for the Refor- 
mation of Manners, by putting a ſtop to that 
Vice and Wickedneſs, which too much 
prevail amongſt us: For let me tell you 
we have more reaſon to fear our Sins, an 

what they may bring upon us, then the 
Numerous and Potent Enemies which riſe 
up azainſt us. Be it therefore the concern 
of all both-high and low, to endeavour to 
promote ſo good a Work, that Virtue 


and Religion may meet with greater Coun- 


tenance and Protection, Sin and Vice be 


more and more diſcouraged : The Laws of 


GOD and of the happy Government under 
which we are, may be put in Execution for 
obtaining the Ends of their Inſtitution, and 
then we may expect GOD will go on 
to Bleſs us. | 


And that our deſirable Circumſtances 


may be continued, Let us all agree to make 
our moſt Excellent © VE EN as Happy as 


poſſible: Let Her Life be Dear and Valuable 
to us all: And let our Prayers to GOD 
for her be, That Her Reign may be Long 
and Conſtantly Proſperous, That the Crown 
may Flouriſh on Her Head, and ſhe may 


by the Bleſſing of GOD, Humble and O- 


vercome all Her Enemies : That to all Evil 
doers She may be an effectual Terrour ; but 


to all that Love GOD and delight _ 
| 5 | 19 
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Proſperity of our State, a conſtant Friend, 
Encouragement . and Protector: In fine, 
when ever GOD (by whom Kings and Queens 
Reign ) ſhall call Her from the preſent State, 
(which we can't but wiſh may be at. the 
greateſt diſtance) She may be advanced to 
Glory, and be a Crowned. Head in the 
Heavenly Kingdom. 


Let us beg of GOD to beſtow his Bleſſings 
on the Illuftrious Family of Hannover, (on 
whom the Crown is fixed in the Proteſtan 
Line, according to the Legal Eſtabliſhment) 
that every Branch of that Family as they 
come up, may be eminently Serviceable in 
their Generation; And, in their future Reign 
over theſe Nations, they may Rule in Right- 
eouſneſs and in the Fear of the Lord,; future 
Ages then will have Reaſon to Bleſs G O D, 
for that Happy Settlement, and Him who 


| 


was the Inſtrument of bringing it about. 


Let us ſeek to Heaven, That our Officers 
oſ State and Miniſters of Juſtice, may be 


Men fearing GOD and hating every Evil 
way; they may be ſuch who ſhall have a 


true Concern for the welfare of Britain: 
And never act from ſuch baſe Principles, as 
for the fake of their own: Private Intereſt, 

to run the Publick into Danger. May all our 


Magiſtrates be Miniſters of G OD for good, 
and not bear the Sword in vain, 
We 
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We ſhould likewiſe intreat, That, our 
Military Officers and thoſe unter their 
Command, may be always Faithful and 
Valiant, and that GOD would Bleſs them 
in their Great, Noble and Juſtifiable Enter. 
priſes, with Succeſs. | 


To draw to a cloſe, Let all, of whatever 
rank, make it their buſineſs, to be truly 
Loyal and moſt faithful Subjects, both to 
GOD and the Queen. Then ſhe will be the 


Happieſt of Governours, and Her Subjects 


the happieſt of People. In order to this, 
let us Freely and Willingly Contribute our 
Part towards the Support of the War, till 
it ends in ſuch a Peace as will be truly 
Honourable and SatisfaQory. * 


And for our Temper and Conduct to each 
other, Believe that nothing can more conduce 
to our common Safety and Happinels, than 


the maintaining of moſt Generous, Catho- 


tick and truly Charitable Principles: which 


engages me to mention a few Paſſages very 


proper upon this Occaſion, out of the Eaſt, 
I may call it, Dying Speech, of that true Fa- 


ther of his People, King William. 


* King William's laſt * I ſhould (lays he) 
Speech to his Parliament, .in, it as great 4 Bleſſin 
Decemb. 31. 1701. Le” could befdl Engl 

| gland, 
if I could obſerve you as much incliwd to lay aſide 
thoſe 
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_ thoſe unhappy, fatal Animoſities, which divide and 


weaken you, as I am diſpoſed to make all my Sub- 
jects ſafe and eaſie. „ 


Let me conjure you to diſappoint the only hopes 
of our Enemies, by your Unanimity: Do you lay 


aſide Parties and Diviſions; Let there be no 


other Diſtinction heard of among(t us for the fu- 
tare, but of thoſe who are for the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion and preſent Eftabliſhment, and of thoſe 
wir mean a Popiſh Prince and a French Go- 
vernment. | 2 5 


In a word, let us all ſo act and live, that 
Succeſſes may ſtill attend our Arms abroad, 
Peace and Plenty be Bleſſings continued to 
us at home: Both our Civil and Religious 
Rights may be ſecure, and fix d on the moſt 
ſafe and laſting Foundation. Then ſhould 
our Enemies be again and again ſmitter 
before us, and happy is the People that is 
in ſuch a Caſe; yea, happy is the People, 
whoſe God is the Lord, | | 
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1. An Eſſay toward a Confirming Catechiſm : 
Prepar*d for the uſe of the more Adult Cate- 
chumens, By John Reynolds, The Second Edi- 
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2. The Beginners Catechiſm to prepare 
the Ignorant to learn with better underſtand» 
ing the Aſſembly's (excellent) Catechiſm, The 
Second Edition, Price 2 4. | 

3. A Short Diſcoarſe concerning the Certainty 
of a Future State; in which it is Demonſtra- 
ted beyond all Reaſonable Contradiction, That 
the chief Wiſdom and Safety. of every Hu- 
mane Perſon, does conſiſt in Believing, that 
after Death there will be to all Mankind a- 
nother Life, in which the Righteous ſhall be 
Everlaſtingly Happy, and the Wicked ſuffer 
_ Endleſs Puniſhment. | "Hop: 
| A Sermon Preach'd at the Funeral of 
Mr. John Noble of Penruddock near Penrith, 
Cumberland, March 14th, 1508. By Samuel 
Audland. Lo which is added a Poſt ſcript con- 
cerning the Deceaſed by another Hand. 
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5. A Funeral * occaſion'd by the 
Death of Samuel Criſp, Eſq; who pied the 
2oth of June, 1703. By Edward Grace. 

6. The Ministry eur from Contempt, A 
Sermon Preach'd at Exon, Sept. Ioth, 1707. 
Before an Aſſembly of the United Miniſters 
of Devon and Cornwal. By John Eng. 

7. Several Sermons on Angels, with a Ser- 
mon on the Power of Devils in Bodily Diſtemp- 
ers. To which is now added a Diſcourſe on 
the Souls of Iufants. Price 15.64, 

8. Rachews's Converſion in ſeveral ee 
ſhewing, 1. Grace receives the vileſt Sinners. 

2. Chriſt's care over his whilſt uncalled, g. 
The Atom: Methods God takes in Convert- 

15 Souls, 4. The nature of Converſion: 5. 

e Great Grate of Chritt ſeen herein. Pr. x 5. 

8. Some Gor 1 jderations on Mr., Bennet's 


Defence of his Diſco? on Schiſm. Shewing, 


I. That the Church of Coriath Was, particular 
Congregation. 2. Giving a juſt Account of the 
Author's leaving the Church of England. 3. 
The Diſſenting Miniſtry is a true Miniſtry, ſent 
and approy'd of God. By way of Letter to 
Mr. Bennet. Theſe three written by Thomas 
Shepherd, M. A. | 


10. Mr. Barker's 1 to Dr. Wells Let- 


ter to a Diſſenting Pariſhioner. The Second 
Edition. 
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